Festive event for Garden Day 2023 a complete success

Under the motto "Allotment gardens: Diversity that inspires!" many allotment gardeners all over
Germany again celebrated the Day of the Garden on 11 June 2023 with open gardens, festivities and
activities for young and old and with guests from politics and administration.

Apart from a great biological
diversity, it is above all the social and
cultural diversity that characterises
allotment gardening in Germany.
Many millions of people of different
generations, social backgrounds and
countries of origin get involved year
after year. In the 13,500 or so
allotment  garden  associations
organised under the umbrella of the
BDG, they ensure that these green
oases remain places that are hard to
beat in terms of diversity.
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At the suggestion of the BDG, the day has been celebrated since 1984, always on the second Sunday
in June. Traditionally, each year one of the 20 regional associations organised in the BDG takes over
the organisation of the central nationwide kick-off event for the green holiday weekend. This year
there were even two: the Rhineland federation of allotment gardeners and the Westphalia and Lippe
federation of allotment gardeners. Special occasion: Both federations additionally celebrated their
100th federation anniversary!

In the "Bunten Garten" in Monchengladbach the two chairmen of the regional federations, Rolf
Rosendahl (LV Westphalia and Lippe) and Michael Franssen (LV Rhineland) opened the festive event.
The Prime Minister of North Rhine-Westphalia Hendrik Wist gave his video greeting and his
appreciation for the allotment garden movement: "The allotment garden movement in North Rhine-
Westphalia has constitutional status. This position is unique in the whole federal state." Dirk Sielmann,
president of the BDG, underlined the important role of allotment gardens for urban development and
the mayor of the city of Ménchengladbach, Josephine Gauselmann, in turn emphasized the interactive
power of allotment gardens in her
greeting.

The numerous guests from all over
Germany were offered a colourful
programme for young and old with
specialist information, a "market of
opportunities" with partners of the
organised allotment garden
movement, musical entertainment
and various hands-on activities. A
special highlight: the donation of a : 3
red maple for the colourful garden , B e B ¢ : _

by the two regional federations and - % e - &
the joint planting of the tree with guests from the federation and from regional and local politics.




An extremely successful celebration of the diversity and continuing invaluable value of allotment
gardening!

Read more:

bit.ly/Tag-des-Gartens-Rheinland

https://bit.ly/Tag-des-Gartens-Westfalen-Lippe

Eva Foos, BDG
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