Triple Celebration at Victory Garden Allotment Association BBQ (Great-
Britain)

Victory Garden allotments had lots to celebrate at their annual BBQ. It was a
lovely afternoon and a great event. Lots of plot-holders turned up which is
always a good start.

All our plots had been judged a couple of days prior to the BBQ. The
celebrations started with the award of a trophy and certificate to Denise Chappel
for “The Best Plot’. Denise has worked really hard on her plot and the results
are quite stunning. Michael Egan and John Hattersley both received a ‘Highly
Commended’ certificate.

This was followed by a trophy and certificate awarded to Rebecca Chesmore
having ‘The Best Newcomers Plot’. Rebecca has only had the plot since
October last year which is now full of healthy crops. A “‘Highly Commended
Newcomer’ certificate was awarded to Richard Furnival.

Our communal store (an old school porta-cabin) is on its last legs but has given
us many years of service but has reached a condition which makes it unsafe to
use. We had the offer of a large concrete garage 24ft x 10ft and we removed and
transported it across the city of Leeds in two vans. It was really heavy work and
thanks go out to all who participated in its transportation and re-erection. So our
second celebration was the official opening of our new communal building
which is looking rather resplendent. The honour was bestowed upon me to cut
the red ribbon and officially open it, no half measures here, it was done proper.

The third celebration. You will have heard by previous information that | have
been awarded the British Empire Medal for services to Horticulture in
Yorkshire and my fellow plot-holders gave me three cheers at our last allotment
meeting. Although | am extremely honoured to get the award, | do get quite
embarrassed when being publicly praised and | thought that wasn’t too bad, that
done, I can relax a little now. How wrong | was; the Chairman and the
Treasurer called me over and then started to tell everyone the tale about all the
things | had done in particular for our site since | got a plot 20 odd years ago.
Then one of our ladies wheeled up a wheel barrow, and what a surprise, in the
barrow was the most amazing cake | have ever seen in my life, not only that but
a card signed by nearly all our plot-holders on site as well. | was really touched
that my friends on the allotment would do that for me and how they had
managed to keep me in the dark about it as | usually know what’s going on.
What a surprise.



There was in actual fact a further celebration as we had a scarecrow competition
judged on the day. Graham and Pat Barker were joint first with Linda and
Angela from plot 14E. They will receive certificates a little later.

Phil Gomersall, Secretary, Victory Garden Allotments Association, Leeds

(addendum)
Horticulture is appreciated in Great-Britain and the allotments are in the
focus

A president and a chairman of the English allotment gardeners were honoured.

As you read before Phil Gomersall, president of the English allotment garden
federation received this year the BEM (British Empire Medal) for his services to
horticulture in Yorkshire.

Before him Allan Rees, chairman of the English allotment garden federation at
that time, received in 2009 the MBE (Member of the Order of the British
Empire) for his services to the National Society of Allotment and Leisure
Gardeners and to the Royal British Legion in South Wales.

Congratulations to both

Malou Weirich
Secretary general of the International Office du Coin de Terre et des Jardins
Familiaux
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BBQ — A god turnout

Chairman Peter Thompson presents trophy + cert to Denise Chappel
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Opening the communal building
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Cake in wheelbarrow — L-R e, Chair, Peter Thompson, Trear, Graham Barker







