
Soutien aux jardiniers associés polonais 
 
Au cours de leur assemblée générale à Zurich les jardiniers associés européens ont 
décidé à l’unanimité d’adresser une lettre ouverte aux autorités polonaises pour 
soutenir leurs collègues polonais dans leur combat pour sauvegarder les jardins 
familiaux et leur mouvement pour l’avenir. 
 
 
Cette lettre a été adressée à : 
 
Monsieur Bronislaw Komorowski, Président de Pologne 
Madame Ewa Kopacz, Porte-parole du Sejm 
Monsieur Bogdan Borusewicz, Porte-parole du Sénat 
Monsieur Donald Tusk, Polands, Premier ministre 
Madame Prof. Irena Lipowicz,  Ombudsman de Pologne 
Monsieur Slawomir Nowak, Ministre du Transport, de la Construction et de la 
Maritime 
 
En cas de besoin l’Union Européenne et le Conseil de l’Europe seront saisis de ce 
cas. 
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  Allotment garden legislation  

 
   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Open letter  
to the  authorities of the Republic of Poland  

 
 

   The International Office of Allotment and Family Gardens based in 
 Luxembourg is an organization with 14 national allotment and leisure garden 
 federations from the European Union along with Norway and Switzerland, with 
 more than 3.000.000 affiliated allotments. Founded in 1926, our organization 
 provides a platform for European cooperation and the exchange of experience, 
 both in respect of gardening and social matters, as well as organizational and 
 legal issues. The objective of our Association is also initiating activities serving 
 the promotion of allotment gardening development in Europe and their 
 preservation for future generations. 

 
  On 23rd August 2012 in Zurich at the General Assembly of the 
International Office, the representatives of all Member countries, after being 
informed on the judgment of the Polish Constitutional Court from 11th July 2012 
concerning the law on family allotment gardens, have considered it necessary to 
address this matter to the authorities of Poland. 
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  Ladies and Gentlemen! 
 
  Polski Związek Działkowców (PZD) is a longtime member of our 

organization. Years of cooperation and contacts, including repeated visits in 
Poland during seminars and congresses organized by our Polish friends, have 
allowed us to familiarize ourselves with the achievements and accomplishments 
of the organization of the PZD. We have perceived the Polish allotment gardens 
as equal to those from other European countries, and the national organization of 
Polish gardeners as one of the better organized members of our Office. The Polish 
allotment representatives always emphasized that these successes have been 
possible thanks to the legal solutions stated in the legislation concerning 
allotment gardens. They have indicated that this legislation was received with 
satisfaction by the whole allotment community and has proven its worth in 
practice. The implemented legislation has fulfilled its expectations and the needs 
of the allotment holders by effectively regulating the functioning and 
development of allotment gardens. Furthermore, they have stressed the social 
acceptance of the legislation, as evidenced by more than 620 000 signatures 
collected in the gardens as a form of defending this legislation. These opinions 
have been fully shared by our organization. We have come to recognize the 
solutions from the legislation on family allotment gardens as model provisions for 
safeguarding the existence and development of allotment gardens, which are the 
fundamental objectives of our organization. Therefore with deep concern we have 
been following the news from the Polish gardeners about the numerous attempts 
to limit the rights of the allotment community, or even liquidate allotment 
gardens in Poland. 

 
  Lately these concerns have been particularly intensified. They were 
due to the anticipation of the judgment of the Constitutional Court concerning the 
law on family allotment gardens. Time has proven, that these concerns had not 
been unreasonable. The judgment in fact ends the existing model of allotment 
gardening in Poland. The Court has questioned the legal and organizational bases 
of the allotment movement, the property rights of the PZD and thus, indirectly, 
the rights of the families that use allotments. Finally this has forced the need to 
introduce new regulations by the Parliament. 
 

 The facts presented to the International indicate that various Polish 
public figures hold the opinion that the judgment is a basis to deprive the PZD of 
its property rights, and even to dissolve the organization of Polish allotment 
gardeners. This information has come to us with astonishment and disbelief. 
However, the dispossession of an independent non-governmental organization 
and its members, not speaking of the liquidation of such an organization, would 
truly be an unprecedented event.  
 
 
 
 

 










